Chris Canning Scholarship Award

Sponsored by

Sharp’s Taekwondo and Parent Support

The Chris Canning Scholarship was established in 2004 and is presented during the opening ceremonies of the Midwest Open Taekwondo Championships to be held on 11/20/11 and will be awarded annually thereafter. This award is being established in Memory and in Tribute to Christopher James Canning, a former student and accomplished martial artist of Sharp’s School of Taekwondo. This award is separate and apart from the Chris Canning Grand Champion Trophy given each year at this championship. The scholarship was established as a result of the desire of the school, the parent’s support group and their volunteer efforts in fund raising activities. The appointed committee will administer the program, be responsible for the selection criteria, naming the winner, and the presentation of the Five Hundred Dollar Scholarship and Award Plaque. 

Please read this announcement to your students and parents, post it on the school’s bulletin board and/or send it out on the email system if the school has such a mailing list. It is important that this information be communicated to everyone possible, in order to facilitate the greatest number of candidate submittals for consideration by the selection committee. The candidate requirements and selection process are stated below along with what information should be contained in the submittal.

Candidate Requirements:

1. All candidates must hold the rank of Black Belt, 1st Poom or 1st Dan or above and be a competitor in the Midwest Open Taekwondo Championship.

2. Candidates must be between the ages of 12 to 22 years, both inclusive, and a student in elementary, high school, Jr. College or a University.

3. They must have achieved high academic standing (B average or higher), attained competitive status at the state or national levels, participated in community service activity, and demonstrated the personal attributes of Chris such as motivation, humility, perseverance, care and concern for others, sportsmanship, etc.

4. An individual may be recommended by a parent, friend, coach, instructor, relative, etc. Those making the recommendation must be at least 21yrs. old.

Submittal and Selection Process

1. All submittals must be type and contain the information to support the accomplishment in all four standards of the award—academics, martial arts accomplishments, community service and demonstrated personal attributes.

2. All submittals must be mailed, with the applicant’s entry form, to Master Sharp on or before 11/6/11. Any submittals for the scholarship received after that date will not be considered.
3. Any misrepresentation or false information will result in the submittal being disqualified and withdrawn.
4. The person submitting the candidate should give their contact information, should some additional information be required or a clarification is needed on what was submitted. 
5. Once the deadline of 11/6/11 has passed, the selection committee will review all submittals. The candidate who best meets the requirements of the award and most represents what Chris Canning stood for will be determined the winner. 
6. The selection committee’s decision is final and no appeal process is provided. 
7. The winner will be kept in confidence until the presentation at the tournament. A contact might be made with the person making the submittal to insure the winner will be at the tournament. The winner must be present and compete to receive the award. 

8. The winner of the scholarship can also be eligible for the Chris Canning Grand Champion Trophy and vice versa, if all requirements are met for each award and the selection committee makes that determination.

Suggested Submittal Format
1. Submitter information—name, address, phone, email, relation to the candidate, martial arts school affiliation, location, their address and phone. 

2. Information on the candidate—name, age and birth date, rank, date rank achieved, school attending for education, martial arts school, how many years of training in the martial arts. In addition, information on the four standards:

a) What is the candidate’s grade point average, standing in the class, and what grade is the candidate presently in.

b) His/her competitive martial arts experience—How many local, regional, State, National and Junior Olympic tournaments have they competed in. What titles have they won? How many total placements have they won in forms, sparring, breaking, etc. Their highest achievement. What training have they had?

c) Community service or involvement—name the projects or organization they are a member of or what work they did or are now doing

d) Personal attributes—describe how they have demonstrated humility, perseverance, concern for others, sportsmanship, etc

3. What was their toughest competition and why you considered this hardest?

4. Any additional references, comments or outstanding achievements or recognitions.

Again, please discuss with the students and parents, send via email, etc. We welcome the opportunity to pay tribute and honor to Christopher Canning and allowing us to recognize  a young athlete who emulates the values of the award’s namesake.
















